Baptism Class: Parent Guide
Thank you for attending the Baptism Class with your child today. It should be a very informative time for all who participate. Ultimately, we want to ensure that you and your child fully understand what is involved with getting baptized. During this interactive class, we will explain what it means to be a Christ Follower and how baptism is an act that follows that commitment. We will even take a short break in the middle of the class for families to talk about this information and process it individually.

This class exists as a resource to parents. We understand that being a parent is tough and we don’t always have all the answers. However, this class is designed to explain these elements of our faith and belief yet still give parents to opportunity to lead their families even in spiritual matters. Either in this class or any other situation, we hope to support you in your role of parenting. If you ever have questions or any needs, please let us know!

Class Notes:

Step Two
Baptism is a second step. Something else happens that cause us to get baptized.

Acts 8:12

But when they believed Philip as he preached the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.

Acts 8:13

Simon himself believed and was baptized. And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he saw.

Acts 18:8

Crispus, the synagogue ruler, and his entire household believed in the Lord; and many of the Corinthians who heard him believed and were baptized.

Acts 19:4-5

Paul said, "John's baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus." On hearing this, they were baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus.

These people were baptized because they first believed!

Believed in God? No! (James 2:19) These people believed in Jesus. They believed in who he said he was, the Son of God and the savior of the world.

Step One

Becoming a Christ Follower

Other terms we use:

· Following Jesus

· Becoming a Christian

· Asking Jesus into our heart

· Making Jesus our forever friend

· Getting saved

The ABC’s of becoming a Christian

Admit: Admit that you are a sinner.

Romans 3:23

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God

Believe: Believe that Jesus is God’s son.

John 3:16

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

John 14:6

Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.

Confess: Confess that Jesus is Lord.

Romans 10:9-10

That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

Family Break Out

· Review the ABC’s with your child

· Ask questions to determine his/her understanding

· How do we know that God loves us?

· What did Jesus do for us?

· If Jesus is your Lord (king), what do your actions and life look like?

· Why do you want to follow Jesus?

· Ask your child, “Before today, have you ever asked Jesus to be the leader of your life?”

· If he/she said yes, ask questions about when, where or what his/her understanding is.

If your child indicates that he or she has not made this decision and would like to, feel free to pray with him/her right now. It’s really simple. Pray a short and simple prayer one line at a time and have him/her repeat. It could be as simple as:

“Dear Lord, thank you for what you have done. I admit that I am a sinner. I believe that you are God’s son and that you died for my sins. I confess that you are my lord and my king. Thank you for leading my life. In Jesus name I pray, amen.”
If your child has prayed this prayer for the first time, congratulations! This marks the beginning of a life-long journey. Luke 15:10 talks about how heaven celebrates when someone comes to Christ!

If your child has already prayed to make Jesus their Lord, talk about what it is like to live a life following Jesus. What is hard about it? Pray together thanking Jesus for being our Lord and making a way to know him.

Baptism

Why we get baptized

· Jesus got baptized

Matthew 3:13-17

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. But John tried to deter him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?" 

Jesus replied, "Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness." Then John consented. 

As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased."

· Jesus told us to get baptized

Matthew 28:19-20

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[a] the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."

Baptism is a symbol

· Baptism is a symbol of the death and resurrection of Jesus

Romans 6:3-5

Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.

· Your baptism is also a symbol of your decision to follow Christ.

Baptism is the outward sign of an inward change.

