Gateway Church: Child Dedication

A dedication prayer:

1 Samuel 1:27-28

27 I prayed for this child, and the LORD has granted me what I asked of him. 28 So now I give him to the LORD. For his whole life he will be given over to the LORD."

Table Question 
What does parenting success look like to you? Is it achievable? How? What is your primary source for parenting help?
Staggering Statistics

· ________% of all parents admit to spending less than one hour a week playing with their children.
· ________% of parents admit to spending 15 hours or more a week watching TV.

· ________% of children admit to spending more than 40 hours a week watching TV or playing video games.
“We can strive to give our children all the advantages the world has to offer, and motivate them to make the most of available opportunities and resources; but unless their spiritual life is prioritized and nurtured, they will miss out on much of the meaning, purpose and joy of life.”
The chance a person has to become a Christ Follower:

· ________% between 5 and 12

· ________% 13-18

· ________% of adults

Parental Responsibility

· ________% of parents believe they have the primary responsibility for the moral and spiritual development of their child.

· ________% of those same parents admit to handing off that responsibility to their churches.

God’s Plan is the parents would take responsibility for the spiritual development of their children.

Okay, so I’m going to spiritually train my children. Where do I even begin?

The most holistic and applicable passage on the topic of spiritually training our children is found in Deuteronomy.

Deuteronomy 6:4-7

4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6 These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 
Four Essential Parenting Skills (from Deut. 6:4-7):

1.  Imagine the ________
Exodus 19:3-6

3 Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain and said, "This is what you are to say to the house of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: 4 'You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites."
Table Question 
If there were only one thing (okay… maybe two things) that you could pass along to your child before they became an adult, what would it be (be specific)?

2.  Live it ________________
4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6 These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.
The Shema: this is the most important prayer in Judaism. 

Table Question 
What is one trait/value you undeniably picked up from your parents (good or bad)? Traits/Values/Habits are caught, not taught. What would your kids “catch” from you right now?
3.  Be ________________________________
7 Impress them on your children.
Impress: mark or stamp with or as if with pressure.

Table Question 
Where is the balance? How would you impress without “cramming it down their throats?” Where is the line between mandating spirituality and giving them freedom to explore on their own?
4.  Create a ________________
Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.
Table Question 
How might our calendars/lives need to change to accommodate creation of these rhythms? What might that rhythm look like for you or in your family?
Homework:

1. Write down your vision for your child’s future. What values, character and traits do you want active in their lives? What are your dreams and hopes for them?

2. What values, character and traits that you wish to see active in your children are currently under-developed in your life? How will you plan to develop in this area?

3. How will you instill spiritual disciplines in the lives of your kids as an every day practice? What tools will you use to develop your child’s spiritual disciplines?

4. What things can you do to help create spiritual rhythms right now? Put these on your calendar today!

